614 E Street, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20003 
January 20, 1997 


Dear Harold: 

Jim has passed onto me your comments concerning Judith Exner. 
I must recommend to you the enclosed FBI memorandum to RFK (and 
enclosure) dated May 22, 1961, one year before the May 14, 1962 
memo on which you rely. 

The memo and enclosure show that RFK had nearly all of the 
essentials of the CIA/Mafia plots in May 1961. As AG and the 
brother of the President, he certainly could have obtained the rest 
of the details had he inquired. There is no evidence that he did 
so . 

The May 14, 1962, memo was prepared at RFK 1 s direction and for 
RFK 1 s files. Under these circumstances, it is certainly not going 
to put RFK in a bad light. I believe it is a mistake to place any 
more reliance on it than any other self-serving "memorandum for the 
record . " 

I do not see how any one can sensibly contend that RFK learned 
about the CIA/Mafia plots for the first time on May 9, 1962, given 
the FBI memo he received a year earlier. And how can his supposed 
response "I hope if you do business with mafia again, you will let 
the Attorney General know" (paraphrase) be genuine if he knew about 
the CIA's use of Giancana a year earlier? 

I hope you will give careful consideration to the enclosed 
document and its implications. 


Sincerely, 






